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It is matter of grcat plcaanrc for tfie
Indian Goomorpholog;rta that the Indian
Institute of GeomorphologTstr (IGI) har
published the fi.rst volurne of "lndian
Geomorphology" oontaining setccted
papers presented at the second IGI con-
ferenco in Jaipur, in 1989.

The volume, editod by Dr. H. S.
Sharma, is a naosaic of researc.h articles
on various aspects of Indian Goomqr-
phology. Thc volume is well-produced
and contains twenty-ninc papers, written
l>y forty-four authort on environmen,tal
geomorphology. It is gratifuing to note
that thc editor har included papers
authore.I by half-a-dozen young nF
cearcher3 as well ac earth scientists from
other organizationr.

There are some serious, inlercsting and
thought.p,rovoking articlcs. About seven
articles focus on irnportant ge,o-environ-
mental problems, such as, flood hrzards,
waterlogging, rlcsertification, slope in-
stability etc. but some of them are treated
in the traditional seographic style of de-
scription and i,t would have bacn bctter if
the approach wou'ld have been morc
rysternatically and quantitadvely oriented.
About onc-third of the art'ctes are on
Iand evaluation, regionalization and tradi-
tional morphometric analyscs and alc es-
rcrrtially micro or meso-lenel casc atudier
The articlcs dealing with Quaternasy
gcomp.rphologly and landforms arc a
valuable contributions to ttrre disc.'pline-
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In addition to drcac, there arc aevcn r.

papors on the application of remote renr-
ing teohniquee for landacape analysia,
gcomorphic regionalization and envilon.
medtal aslcsmenL

Reading the papere one cannot but get
thc impression of the diminishing imporL
arrcc of field and laborato,ry work in re-
cent geomorphic studies in India" Seriour
workers would agnee with Professor
Dikshit's opinion that "the dynamic an
pects of field realities arc st'll ineocapably
important and cannot be dispcnsed"
(p.go 32). Discerning readera cannot
miss tihe short list of references at tho
end if twent5r-two artictes included in
thc voiurne. Young rcsearcherrg in-
terested in latest and useful litcraturc will
cerrtainly be d,isappointed.

The volume, bcing a proceed.ng
volume. is of heterogenous naturc and it
would have becn better if the editor
would have divjded thc volume into
aootions, wit{r an introductory nota

Notwithstanding some unevenncla iu
the style and standard of the papctr1
ecveral ar$cles are ueeful eourcc of in-
formation. The speedy publication of tlre
first volumre of Indian C'comorphology
bv Dr. H. S. Sharma desenrcs to be cmu-
Iated. 'Ihc price of the volumc may provc
a conrtraint for individual rcrcarchcrr
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